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(4»3) 

Of a confiderabk Load-Jlone digged out of the Ground 
in Ve'vonjfme, 

THis Stone was lately fent up out of the fald County, and pre- 
fented to thei?. Society by the Reverend Arch-deacon, Do- 
dibt Edrv. Cotton^ with this defcription. That it weighs <5o pounds ; 
and that, though it take up no great weight, yet it moves a Needle 
about nine Foot diftant. Some part of it being broken off, he hatii 
fencupalfo, becaufe {faith he ^ being put in its proper place, ic 
adds much ftrength to it, but without that addition ic moves not 
much more than feven Foot. 

Care rvillbehad^ that Tryals be made of the Fertue of this Stone ^ 
both of the two fieces clofed together ^ and of each pieeefe^arately, and 
thatuncaffedas well as caff ed. 

Some Obfer'vables about Load-Jiones^ and Sea-Compajjcf.. 

A Noble Perfondid upon a late occafion, affirm,That a Needle 
of a Sea-Compafs, put in a good Iron Mine (whichj/^e/d/V, yeilded 
2^ pounds of Metal; out of a izo pounds of Ore) was not fenfibly 
moved thereby. 

Another Honourable Perfondefiredjit might be obfervcd,v7he- 
ther touched Needles move otherwife, when the Veins of Iron do 
not lie North and South, then when they do fo ^ 

It being inquired by a Note from forreign parts. Whether the 
Sea-CompaflTes in England were brought to a greater perfedlion, 
than in other Countries ? Anfwer was made by intelligent perfons 
here. That all the perfe(5lion of our Sea-CompafiTes, as yet, con- 
fifted in this. That the Needles be touched by good Load-ftones, 
and well librated,and that the Variation be truly placed : Though 
it wasfuggefted withal, that for the greater perfeiSionof futh Sea- 
CorapafTeSja way was contriving,to (hew the Variation to Minutes 
and Seconds. 

It was alfo propos'd, Thatit might be inquired into^ 

I . Whether a Needle may be fo toucht uppn any Magnet, -as 
not to point to the tm'e North and Soath, to be tried in fuch places 
where there is no Variation known;' 



a. W.hether dififerent Load- ftones will give different DirecH:!- 
ons < And whether fainter or ftronger touches upon one and the 
fame Magnet, will caufe any Variation in the Diredions c" For 
whichpuipofe,as'many Load- ftones fliould be procured, as could 
be had, and a good number of Needles exactly made^'of the fame 
Metal, bignefsj and figure c" 

PRO POSALS 

TotrytheBffeii^ofthe Pneumatick Engine exhaufied^inflmts^ 
Seeds ^ Bggs cf Silkworms. 

The Ingenious Dr. Beale did formerly fuggeft, as follows. 
It would be,! think (faith h)ve:y well worth the tryal,to fee what 
Effe(5ls would be produced on Plants,putinto the Pneumatick for 
Rarifying) Engine of Mr. Boyle ,\with. the Earth about iheir 
Roots, andflourifliing; whether they would not fuddenly wither, 
if the Air were totally taken from them. And particularly to try 
in the Sei^on^Chei-ry'Blojfoms^ when partly opened, partly not o- 
penedj upon a Branch ; to wit., whether the Air may be fo atte- 
nuated as to blaft; But it may be noted, that the Bloflbms do not 
forthwith dlfcover the blaft ; -An old experienced Country-man 
having once given me notice of a blafty Noon, ( it being then a 
Sultiy weather, and fomcwhrtt gloomy with the thickntfs of Ex- 
halations, almoftlikeaverythickMift) and within a day or two 
fliewing the proof upon the Cherry-Bloflbms then flagging, but 
not much altering their Colour till two days more were paft. 

T&e NoUe Mr. l^oyle juggefis as proper for the approaching Sea- 
fort':, That it may be tried, 

1. Whether Seeds (efpecially fuch as are of a hafty growth, vid. 
Orpin^LeitJce^Garden-cre[s-[esdh&c.) will germinate and thrive 
in theexhaufted Receiver of the fcudJF^r^/A/^f.'' 

2, Whether the Exclufion of Air from the SenfitiveVh.nx.j 
would be harmful to it C 

5, Whether the Grafting of Pears upon Spina Cervim (the 
almoft only Purgative Vegetable known, in England ) will pro- 
duce the eifcd of communicating to the Fruit that purging qua- 
lity, or not ^ 

4. ^htthtx Silkworms tggs will be hatched in fuch an exhau- 
fted R eceiver, in the Seafon proper for hatching c" 
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